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After six successful parliamentary and presidential elections, it has become clear that Ghana’s multiparty
system has turned into a duopolistic system dominated by the present governing party, National Democratic Congress (NDC) and the opposition New Patriotic Party (NPP). This has threatened the survival
of small political parties and the general stability of the multiparty system. It has also intensified the threat of electoral
violence. The political parties and the Ghanaian multiparty
democracy is no longer fulfilling the ‘public service’ intentions of 1992 Constitution and the 2000 Political Parties
Law. To neutralize the overarching influence of the two
dominant parties (NDC and NPP) and for Ghana’s
mulitparty system to yield development dividends, there is
the need for more inclusiveness in the political space. This

EDITORIAL
Bridging the Gap; not shifting
the Goal Post
The road to peaceful elections has been
very bumpy, so far! EC’s limited registration exercise has had its challenges; but
so have the political parties in an attempt to mobilise their 18 year olds to
register. Calls for a clean register have
intensified, and court hearings towards
mediation have increased.

This week civil society has been fairly
quiet, monitoring with unease what
would be the possible outcome of the
Supreme Court’s deliberation on June
30, regarding the Abu Ramadan case.
Back in the offices of CSOs, series of
consultations are ongoing, amongst
themselves and, between partners,
weighing the options and defining strategy, as did the Civic Forum Initiative (CFI)
informs the need to work with smaller political parties in at IDEG. The CFI committed to initiate
interventions which will engage the elecorder to strengthen them to serve as viable alternatives.
torate as well as the aspiring political
Building the capacity of smaller political parties, helping them
candidates in ensuring peaceful general
to enhance the mobilisation of women and youth in particu- elections with credible results.
lar, for membership and overcoming their internal structural
weaknesses and thus supporting them to win more seats in We all need to ensure that the political
divide, and related misunderstandings
Parliament will improve their participation in the upcoming
and uncertainties that exist amongst key
2016 elections. Also, smaller political parties working to- stakeholders are resolved not by shifting
gether will lead to a consensus for reforms that will open the goal posts, but by ironing out the
up the space for their participation. The rise of small politi- differences, to ensure a peaceful general
cal parties will reduce the monopoly of the duopolistic par- election.
ties and strengthen the multiparty governance system. AdKofi Awity
vancing this, the Institute for Democratic Governance
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(IDEG) and Radikale Venstre (RV) of Denmark
with the support of the Danish Institute for Parties and Democracy (DIPD) has put together
the Small Parties and Multiparty Democracy in
Ghana (SPMDG) project targeted at small
political parties in Ghana.

As part of the activities under the SPMDG
project a two-day “Agenda
Setting Meeting” was organized
on the 18th and 19th of May
2016 under the theme “Towards
a More Inclusive Multiparty
Democracy in Ghana: The role of
Small Political Parties”.
The
.

purpose of the meeting was to enable the
political parties discuss critical issues that
constitute major barriers for them during this
election year and, also to identify the challenges
hindering the advancement and growth. The
meeting brought together seven political parties
namely, the Conventions People’s Party (CPP),
Great Consolidated Popular Party (GCPP),
National Democratic Party (NDP), Progressive
People’s Party (PPP), Democratic People’s Party
(DPP) Independent People’s Party (IPP) and
United Front Party (UFP).
The immediate pressing issue for the small political parties was the Electoral Commission’s ultimatum to all political parties to
comply with all the requirements
of the law by the end of May 2016
or be “sanctioned in accordance
with the law”. This was discussed
extensively at the meeting and a
consensus was reached on the
need for the EC to reconsider its
stance on the matter relative to
the requirement that political parties should
have offices in two-thirds of all districts in Ghana as a condition precedent for registration. As
a collective effort to address this, the participating parties jointly signed a communiqué expressing their disagreement with the EC’s decision. In
equipping the smaller parties to play a greater
role in the nation’s political sphere, it moves the
nation away from its duopolistic nature of our
politics towards a well-functioning multi-party
political system and, prevent the prospects of
violence.

Strengthening Ghana’s Multiparty
Democracy: IDEG and Radikale
Venstre Build the Capacity of
Small Parties in Manifesto Preparation and Programming—Ewald
Garr
Political parties in Ghana have played important
roles in maintaining the stability and legitimacy
of Ghana’s multi-party system. They have supported the electoral process and the Fourth
Republic which is the most stable political regime in Ghana’s political history. Political parties
have also championed citizens’ participation by
mobilizing, recruiting and creating opportunities
for participation in governance. However, Ghana’s multiparty system has turned into a duopoly. The overwhelming dominance of the National Democratic Congress (NDC) and the New
Patriotic Party (NPP) has marginalized the small
political parties. The weaknesses of the small
parties also mainly stem from their limited capacity to design policy oriented and marketable
manifesto that enables them to educate and
mobilize more members.
A manifesto captures a political party’s principles and policies and sets out those policies and
plans that the party would implement when
elected. A manifesto must resonate with the
experiences and aspirations of citizens. This
way, it attracts voters and becomes a source of
connection, one that people can associate with
and seek to be part of the process of getting the
political party into power to realize those aspirations. The ability of political parties to reach
out to and mobilize voters depends on how the
parties’ plans identify with the practical experience of the voters and how they are framed and
communicated to them.
Unfortunately, the formulation and translation
of manifestos into actionable programmes by
small political parties in Ghana has been ad hoc
and tenuous. The small parties are unable to
adequately articulate how their manifestos
would address the concerns of voters. This has
inhibited membership mobilization among small
parties and contributed to their weakness.
As a follow up to the Agenda Setting Meeting
held in May, IDEG and RV will organize a twoday workshop on Manifesto Preparation and
Programming to build the capacity of small political parties to develop convincing and practical
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issue-based manifestos.
Working with experts from Ghana and Denmark the small parties will develop skills,
competencies and knowledge in:



Producing marketable manifestos for
the 2016 presidential and parliamentary
elections



Strengthening their capacity to educate
and mobilize more members
This was our full
transition into
complete nationhood;
we would no longer be
ruled by the Queen,
rather we could elect
our own presidents,

Core members of manifesto-drafting committees of the small parties are expected to
attend this workshop. The participating
small parties are Conventions People’s Party
(CPP), Great Consolidated Popular Party
(GCPP), National Democratic Party (NDP),
Progressive People’s Party (PPP), Democratic People’s Party (DPP) Independent People’s Party (IPP), United Front Party (UFP)
and Peoples’ National Convention (PNC).

make our own laws and
champion my vision on
a United Africa. Oh the
wonderful days of the
republic, where the
silence of night was
interrupted by singing
and dancing of
Ghanaians who had
thirsted so much for
this day. Oh that
blessed day!
.

A Letter from Osagyefo…
---Elom Tettey Tamaklo
Seeing the simultaneous lowering and raising
of the Union Jack and Ghana flag respectively as Lord Listowell, Governor General of
Ghana entered the parliament house building filled me with so much pride. The nation
we had fought so long and hard for had finally become a republic! This was our full transition into complete nationhood; we would
no longer be ruled by the Queen, rather we
could elect our own presidents, make our
own laws and champion my vision of a United Africa. Oh the wonderful days of the
republic, where the silence of night was interrupted by singing and dancing of Ghanaians who had thirsted so much for this day.
Oh that blessed day!
Today, fifty-six years after that glorious day,
I can hardly recognize the nation I left behind. We have relegated the dream of developing Ghana to be the Star of Africa to the
back benches. The vison is now translated
into how quickly men and women of influence can fill their pockets at the expense of

__

__

our beloved nation. To think that factories I built in
my time such as the Match Factory, the Jute Factory
and the Ghana Glass factory at Abuosu and Tarkwa
amongst others are redundant and we have to import some of these goods from other nations is
simply disheartening. My heart bleeds that irrespective of the many measures put in place to ensure
our Ghanaian children enjoy quality education; thousands of them have to study under trees, left to the
mercy of the weather.
Where is the Ghana we fought for? Was the move
to consolidate our sovereignty by becoming a republic just a formality? For how long would we be
shackled by the chains of indebtedness to foreign
allies – who in reality are colonial masters who have
switched the mirror and guns for failing IMF policies
and Eurobonds. I turn in my grave for there is more
that can be done. This nation carries too great a
potential to be left in this state. Until we graduate
from a democracy that thrives on attacking personalities rather than analyzing policies and ensuring
governmental accountability, our beloved nation
shall be free only according to theory of the old
books.
Long Live Ghana our beloved nation!
-With Love,
Osagyefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah
IDEG THIS WEEK - EVENTS
JUNE 27th –JULY 1st 2016
Upcoming Events
1.

First GII National Anti – Corruption forum,
28th June 2016, 0:00am, La Palm Royal Beach
Hotel

2.

SoTu Meeting, 27th – 30th June 2016, Kenya,
Nairobi

3.

Meeting on the ECOWAS strategic document,
30 June, 2016, 2:00pm, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Past Events,
JUNE 20-24, 2016
1.

First GII National Anti-Corruption Forum, 28th
June, 2016, La Palm Royal Beach, Hotel
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Editorial Board
Kofi Awity—Editor in Chief
Yvonne Boaten—Editor
Maj. Gen. Carl Nii Coleman (RTD).—
Member
Professor S.N Woode –Member
Isaac Haruna—Member
Elom Tettey Tamaklo—Member
Anthony Esua-Mensah —-Creative
Director
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Our Online Platforms (IDEG)
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/IDEGGhana
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IDEGGhana
Instagram: https://instagram.com/idegghana
Tumblr: http://idegghana.tumblr.com/
Flickr: Institute for Democratic Governance IDEG Ghana
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/IDEGGhana
SlideShare: http://www.slideshare.net/IDEG-Ghana/
presentations
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/
institute-for-democratic-governance---ideg-gahana?
trk=biz-companies-cym
Website: http://www.ideg.org/newideg/index.php
Google+: IDEG Ghana
Whatsapp: IDEG Online +233-(0)54-435-7752
Amazon/iTunes/Podcast: Institute for Democratic
Governance - IDEG Ghana
Social Media, ICT for Development and
Good Governance

Address:
Institute for Democratic Governance
(IDEG)
No. 24 Garden Street,
Intersection, Okine Avenue
Ambassadorial Enclave, East Legon
P. O. Box CT 5767
Cantonments Accra, Ghana
Tel: +233-302-543320/543295
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