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SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

Strengthening the Capacity of Alternative Parties for a Functional

 Editor-in-Chief

Multiparty Democratic System in Ghana By Ewald Garr
Since February 2016, the Institute for Democratic Governance (IDEG) and its Danish partner, the
Radikale Venstre (RV) have been implementing the Small Parties and Multiparty Democracy in Ghana
(SPMDG) project. The project is in response to the overwhelming dominance of the public policy space,
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by the National Democratic Congress
(NDC) and the New Patriotic Party (NPP),
to the exclusion of smaller parties. This
situation has not only weakened the country’s multiparty system but also threatens
its stability.
The project seeks to create the democratic
space and conditions for the effective participation of small political parties in Ghana’s
multiparty governance system. The objec-
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The Democratic Choice for All Ghanaians
Multi-Party Democracy has come to stay, not as a matter
of course, but as a strategic choice of governance for
transiting African countries from under-development,
disease, squalor and poverty, towards a more promising
future, with confidence in the governance structures,
hope in the accepted democratic systems in place, and
trust in their leadership’s ability.
25 years of Africa’s multi-party democracy may not have
yielded the expected results. So far, Ghana’s democracy
has been characterized by polarized electioneering campaigns marked by some violence, some gang/militia conflicts leading to loss of lives and property, a deepening of
negative tribal divisions, growing inequalities, leading to
exclusions. Multi-Party Democracy is veering away from
the development agenda and, focusing on a “must win”
culture, that thrives on corruption, greed, and manipulation of the systems of democratic governance.
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tive would be attained by strengthening
their developmental capacities and effectiveness and supporting them to work together
to address the legal and constitutional challenges, which limit the space for inclusive
governance. It also aims to ensure peaceful
elections for growth of democracy and development by preventing potential destabilizing violence in the upcoming 2016 elections.
As part of the implementation of the project, IDEG and Radikale Venstre (RV) organized a two-day residential Manifesto Preparation and Programming Clinic for seven
‘small’ political parties at Afrikiko River
Front Resort in Akosombo on 7th and 8th
July 2016. The objectives of the clinic were:
 to improve the skills, competencies and

IDEG is seeking partnerships to help implement an innovative long-standing but most daring process of a DEMOCRATIC SHIFT, to strengthen our young multi-party
democracy, through building capacity of the systems of
governance and political structures (including political
parties) for Ghana’s development agenda, rather than for
political agenda. These include i) Strengthening Systems
for multi-party development, including political parties; ii)
Strengthening Local Government Structures based on
the delivery of development through decentralized democratic governance; iii) Empowering Civil Service Structures and systems for the delivery of the development
agenda. This is feasible, and an option for all Ghanaians to
consider.
Kofi Awity
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knowledge base of the ‘small’ parties to produce good marketable manifestos for the
2016 and subsequent elections; and
 to strengthen the capacity of ‘small parties’
to educate and mobilise more members.
The political parties, the Convention Peoples’
Party (CPP), Peoples’ National Convention
(PNC), National Democratic Party (NDP), Pro-

“….This was followed by a presentation on
‘Unemployment
and Poverty Reduction in Ghana, from
MDGs to SDGs’ by
Dr. Baah Boateng,
a Senior Lecturer of
the Economics Department of the
University of Ghana. The Danish
resource persons
did a joint presentation on
‘Communicating
Manifestos to Voters’.

gressive Peoples’ Party (PPP), Great Consolidated Peoples’ Party (GCPP), Democratic Peoples’
Party (DPP) and Independent Peoples’ Party
(IPP) participated fully in the clinic. Resource
persons were drawn from Ghana and Denmark.
The first presentation was on ‘Conceptual Framework of Political Party Manifestos’ by the Senior
Research Fellow of IDEG, Mr. Kwesi Jonah. This
set the tone by looking at what a manifestos is,
manifesto and the political environment, purposes of a manifesto, types of manifestos and
then factors that influence in manifesto preparation, the process of manifesto preparation, and
the language of manifesto.
Mr. Jonah also shared his thoughts and others
on Political Corruption, and Democratic Devolution as an alternative to Ghana’s current decentralised system of government. The Deputy
Communications Director of the CPP, Aziz
Gomda, used the CPP Manifesto as a case of
the Ghanaian experience of Manifesto Preparation in his presentation. The Resource Persons
from Denmark, Jeppe Mikkelsen and Clara Halvorsen also shared the Danish experience with
the political parties. To draw lessons from the
Ghanaian and the Danish experiences, there
was a breakout session, which ended in group
presentations and feedback to the plenary.
The clinic also featured knowledge-building sessions, which sought to enhance the knowledge
of the parties and inform the content of their
(political parties) Manifestos. Dr. Twerefou, a
Senior Lecturer at the Economics Department
of the University of Ghana presented to the

__

__

parties an expert’s view on the productive sectors of the Ghanaian economy, namely: Agriculture, Industry, Energy and the Extractives. For
each of the sectors, the focus was on opportunities, gaps and how these gaps could be addressed.
The second day of the workshop continued
with knowledge building sessions. Dr. Osei Assibey, Senior Lecturer at the Economics Department of the University of Ghana discussed
‘the current state of Ghana’s macro-economy and
sustainable growth: Impact of the Extended Credit
Facility Programme with the IMF’. This was followed by a presentation on ‘Unemployment and
Poverty Reduction in Ghana, from MDGs to SDGs’
by Dr. Baah Boateng, a Senior Lecturer of the
Economics Department of the University of
Ghana. The Danish resource persons did a joint
presentation on ‘Communicating Manifestos to
Voters’.
The presentation focused on the importance of
social media in political party campaigns. Apart
from being effective in delivering messages, it is
cheaper and fashionable. Citing the huge influence of social media in their party campaigns,
they urged the participants to maximize the
tool. The final presentation for the day and the
Clinic focused on how Political Party Manifestos
are integrated into Medium Term development
Plans when they come into power. This presentation was done by a Deputy Commissioner of
the National Development Planning Commission, Mr. Jonathan Azasoo.

The Executive Director of IDEG, Dr. Emmanuel
Akwetey, expressed his satisfaction with how
the project has brought ‘small’ parties together
and empowered them to act collectively. He
also urged them to support the electoral process, by mobilizing their members to actively
take part in the up-coming Exhibition of the
Voters’ Register. This, he said would lead to a
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He asked the political parties to
see the project as
an investment into
helping them perform their public
service function
and serving the
needs of citizens.
The participants
from the various
political parties
expressed their
appreciation to
IDEG and RV for
the workshop citing the lessons
learnt and
knowledge acquired as testaments of improvement in their capacities to enhance the quality
of their manifestos
and to mobilise
more members.
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The Coordinator of RV and the leader of the
Danish delegation, Jorgen Estrup, was delighted
with how the various parties were able to work
together and described the ability of the political
parties to common together on issues that affect
them as an important achievement. He indicated
that the public service function of political parties entails having a manifesto that addresses the
interest of citizens, their problems and aspirations and offers solution, and demonstrates concern for the welfare of citizens.
He asked the political parties to see the project
as an investment into helping them perform
their public service function and serving the
needs of citizens. The participants from the various political parties expressed their appreciation
to IDEG and RV for the workshop citing the
lessons learnt and knowledge acquired as testaments of improvement in their capacities to enhance the quality of their manifestos and to mobilise more members.
THE NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF THE
PROVISIONAL VOTERS’ REGISTER:
WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW. By Isaac
Haruna

The exhibition of
the provisional
voters’ register is
a three-week exercise which provides an opportunity for all registered voters to
check their details
in the voters’ register and confirm
the validity or
invalidity of those
details.

names deleted would be required to check
their details and reregister. Beyond this
period, no NHIS ‘victim’ would have another opportunity to reregister.

higher turnout which would increase public confidence in the voters register.

3. Exhibition of the Register of Reregistered Voters


re-register Monday.” Thursday, July 14, 2016 ). This exhibition is for only affected NHIS card holders,
who would have reregistered in the first
two weeks of the exhibition process, to
confirm the authenticity of their details in
the voters’ register.
4. Other registered voters




The Electoral Commission of Ghana will be exhibiting the provisional voters’ register from the
18th July to 7th August 2016.(Please see The Ghanaian Times
(2016). “NHIS voters to re-register Monday.” Thursday, July 14, 2016)

The exhibition process also provides a unique
space for voters, who may have registered with
National Health Insurance Card and thus have
their names expunged from the register, to reregister in order to vote in the 2016 general
elections.
2. Two weeks for Reregistration of persons who registered with NHIS Identity Card


From 18th July to 28th July, 2016 (Please see Daily
Graphic (2016). “’NHIS voters’ to re-register from Monday.”
Thursday, July 14, 2016) , all voters who registered
with NHIS cards and therefore have their

__

__

Every other registered voter, who in the
past did not register with NHIS card, has a
period of three weeks (18th July to 7th August, 2016) to check their voting details for
validity or invalidity and therefore help the
Electoral Commission correct any anomalies.

5. Can persons who have never registered register during the exhibition
process?

1. Introduction

. The exhibition of the provisional voters’ register is a three-week exercise which provides an
opportunity for all registered voters to check
their details in the voters’ register and confirm
the validity or invalidity of those details.

The List of the reregistered voters will be
exhibited on the 5th, 6th and 7th August
2016 (Please see The Ghanaian Times (2016). “NHIS voters to

The national exhibition of the provisional
voters’ register is not meant for fresh registration. Therefore, any citizen, of voting
age and sound mind, who could not register during the limited registration process,
cannot register within the three week national exhibition period. However, only
persons who registered with NHIS cards
can do so.

6. What opportunities exist for the registration of new voters?


The CI 91 provides opportunity for continuous registration of non-registered voters.
In due course, the EC would communicate
to the wider public when the continuous
registration process will commence and
end so that citizens of voting age and
sound mind can register and vote in the
2016 general elections.



However, according to the CI 91, continuous registration would end 60 days before
the general elections. Anybody who does
not register before this period will have no
other opportunity to register and vote in
the 2016 general elections.
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If you have misplaced your previous voters’ ID card,
you can still participate in the national
exhibition process.
Kindly visit your
exhibition
center
and report your
misplaced
voters’
ID card to the EC
officials.
They
would assist you to
both check your
details in the voters’
register and get a
new Voters’ I.D
Card.
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7. Can I participate in the National Exhibition Process if I have misplaced my
previous Voters’ ID card?


If you have misplaced your previous voters’
ID card, you can still participate in the national exhibition process. Kindly visit your
exhibition center and report your misplaced
voters’ ID card to the EC officials. They
would assist you to both check your details
in the voters’ register and get a new Voters’
I.D Card.

8. Can a Proxy Check my voting details
for me during the exhibition exercise?
A proxy cannot check your voting details for
you. All voters must personally check their voting details at the various exhibition centres because the Biometric Verification Devise (BVD)
only recognises the biometric data (fingerprints)
of individual registered voters and not proxies.
IDEG THIS WEEK - EVENTS
July 11th—15th July— 2016
Upcoming Events

The Electoral Commission of Ghana
will be exhibiting
the
provisional
voters’ register from
the 18th July to 7th
August 2016. The
exhibition of the
provisional voters’
register is a threeweek
exercise
which provides an
opportunity for all
registered voters to
check their details
in the voters’ register and confirm the
validity or invalidity
of those details.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Public Hearing on the on the Constitution
Amendment Bill
11/07/16, 9:00am,
Parliament, Job 600, Auditorium
Brainstorming Session on Presidential Debate, 11/07/16
2:00pm IDEG Boardroom
Theme formation retreat of the Election
response group by the National Peace
Council & WANEP , 13/07/16, 8:00am –
5pm, Aqua Safari
National Dialogue on Youth Unemployment
Challenges in Ghana, 13/07/16, 9:00am, Alisa
Hotel
Report Launch on Election Accountability &
Transparency, 13/07/16, 9:30am, Kofi Annan
Center
3rd National Convention of PPP, 16/07/16,
9:00am, Accra International Conference
Center

Past Events
1.

Meeting with Konrad Adeneur Foundation,
4 July, 2016, 12pm, Boardroom

2.

Cocoa Life Third Quarter Implementing
partners meeting, 4 July, 2016,10am, World
vision office

3.

Brainstorming session on the Cocoa Life
mobilization of GIFnet members, 5 July,

__

__

2016, 2 pm, Boardroom.
4. Manifesto Clinic for Small Political parties,
7-9 July, 2016. Afrikiko River front Hotel
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