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exhibition of past years, is to enable the country as a whole to
clean the Biometric Voters Register which all parties admit is bloated. There will also be a mopping
up registration exercise from the
5th to the 12th of August 2016 to
enable NHIS card registrants who
were not able to register in the
first two weeks of the exercise to
register.
The main purpose of the exercise
is in threefold.
1.
To give registered voters
the opportunity to check their
particulars
2.
To identify ineligible names
in the register and take the appropriate steps to delete them
3.
To test the efficacy of the
Biometric Verification Machine
During the same period of the
exhibition of the registration, people who registered with the NHIS
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All Hands on Deck
A lot is happening everywhere in Ghana around sanitizing the environment for election readiness, and
building capacity of key stakeholders to help manage
the election process, and getting the voting population
in readiness to participate fully in the election process.
The Apex Court of our land, has tried to sanitise the
media airwaves with the incarceration of the Muntie
FM host and two panelists; The IPAC emergency
meeting yesterday 4th August took courageous and far
reaching decisions leading to an extension in election
related dates and deadlines as follows:

1. 5-12th August, 2016- Mopping up registration
exercise for NHIS card registrants.
2. 14-26th August, 2016- Continuous registration
exercise
5, 6, 7th September, 2016- Exhibition exercise for
NHIS card holders who re-registered.
At IDEG, an Orientation Workshop for Staff and Resource Persons was held on 4th August, to build capacity towards ensuring free and fair elections for CREDIBLE OUTCOMES. The National and Regional Election
Situation Rooms (ESRs) are being set-up, way ahead of
time, by IDEG/CFI partners. A Training Workshop for
the Regional and National Coordinators of the Election Situation Rooms will come off at the IDEG Auditorium on Tuesday 9th August. The Workshop would
provide the requisite knowledge on setting up the
ESRs, ensuring collective readiness for IDEG/CFI staff
in managing the ESRs.
Whilst IDEG has built up significant experience in running Election Situation Rooms, we are conscious that
every election is unique with its own specific challenges. Early preparation and capacity readiness constitute
the key to a successful ESR management.
Kofi Awity
Director of Operations
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“make democracy a reality by
decentralizing
the administrative and financial machinery
of government
to the regions
and districts
and by affording all possible
opportunities to
the people to
participate in
decision- making at every
level in national
life and in government”. Similarly, Article
240(e) states
“to ensure the
accountability
of local government authorities, people in
particular local
government
areas shall, as
far as practicable, be offered
the opportunity
to participate
effectively in
their governance”.
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card, whose names have been deleted
following the Supreme Court Ruling,
will be given the opportunity to re- register again with acceptable identification
cards. Unfortunately, the turn – out in
the first week has been very low and
not encouraging. It is feared that, the
objective of the exercise may not be
attained. Consequently, IDEG - CFI
have taken a decision to intensify voter
education on the exhibition exercise
with the objective of encouraging as
many voters as possible to visit the exhibition centers and check their details
on the register.
IDEG intends to do this by a combination of strategies.
1. All constituent members of Civil Forum Initiative (CFI), especially, the faith
based organisations in all parts of Ghana
are expected to inform their members
of the need to patronize the exhibition
exercise.
2. All IDEG governance issues forum
Networks (GIFNets) in the district have
been supplied with relevant documents
on the exhibition manual, prepared by
the EC and the factsheet on the exhibition prepared by IDEG- CFI.
In addition, CFI has issued a Press Statement urging all Ghanaian registered voters to patronize the exhibition and as
part of the civic responsibility. It is
hoped that these measures will help
shoot up the low voter turn- out which
was observed in the early days of the
exercise
STRENGHENING GHANA’S DECENTRALISATION PROCESS –
THE GOVERNANCE ISSUE FORUM (GIF) MODEL — EWALD GARR

Since 1988, Ghana has adopted and implemented decentralisation with the

__

__

intention, to reduce poverty and promote equitable development in the
country. The belief was that by decentralising power to the local levels, citizens would be able to participate effectively in decision-making and influence
policies and development planning, to
meet their priorities and development
aspirations. This was expected to make
local governments more responsive,
accountable and lead to inclusive and
equitable national development.

Education on the exhibition of the Voters' Register
at Otengkrom in the Bia West District of Ghana

Depending on whether it is a Metropolitan, Municipal or a District Assembly,
the structure of the local government
consists of sub-metropolitan councils,
urban councils, zonal councils, town or
area councils and unit committees. A
District Assembly for example has a
three-tier structure made up of a District Assembly, urban/ town/ area councils and unit committees. The structure
is extensive such that, all communities
are covered to facilitate broad and population participation in the governance
process.
Further, the participation of citizens in
local government is variously emphasised in the Constitution of Ghana
(1992), the local Government Act 462
of 1993, the National Development
Planning Act 480 of 1994, etc. For example, Article 35(6d) of the 1992 Constitution requires the state to “make
democracy a reality by decentralizing the
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administrative and financial machinery of
government to the regions and districts and
by affording all possible opportunities to the
people to participate in decision- making at
every level in national life and in government”. Similarly, Article 240(e) states “to
ensure the accountability of local govern-

“Many of the local

CSOs focus essentially
on service provision,
paying less attention
to participation in the
public policy processes influencing decisions. The few who
get involved have
limited capacity in
terms of organisation,
leadership, communication and advocacy
skills, policy
knowledge and resource mobilization
and networking capabilities.” In the absence of capable local
CSOs, citizens in the
local communities
with generally high
illiteracy rates tend to
be more apathetic

Education on the exhibition of the voters' register at Nrabea in the Bia West District of Ghana

ment authorities, people in particular local
government areas shall, as far as practicable, be offered the opportunity to participate effectively in their governance”.
In spite of these openings, citizens’ participation in the planning and implementation of local economic and development policies and programmes, which
should bring about the desired reduction
in poverty and development, have remained low. Surveys conducted by the
Institute for Democratic Governance
(IDEG) attribute this to limited
knowledge on the local government processes and the lack of skills among citizens to organise and demand accountability from public officers. IDEG (2014)
also observed that:
“Many of the local CSOs focus essentially on service provision, paying less attention to participation in the public policy
processes influencing decisions. The few
who get involved have limited capacity in
terms of organisation, leadership, communication and advocacy skills, policy
knowledge and resource mobilization
and networking capabilities.” In the absence of capable local CSOs, citizens in
the local communities with generally

__

__

high illiteracy rates tend to be more
apathetic and less engaged in the public
policy policing including the demand
for accountability.”
Against this backdrop, IDEG argues
that if effective mechanisms were established to improve the mobilization
of non-state actors at the local level
and their skills and competencies for
collective action on common purpose
public policy issues upgraded, then civic participation and the demand for
accountability will improve significantly. In furtherance of this, IDEG has developed an effective mechanism that
addresses the aforementioned challenges. This is known as Governance
Issues Forum (GIF).
The GIF was introduced by IDEG in
2004 as a framework for driving participatory and inclusive bottom-up democracy in Ghana. The GIF “is an integrative mechanism for promoting citizens’ participation in decision making
and development at the local and national level” (see IDEG GIF Brochure).
It is convened as a mechanism for empowering citizens to participate in the
making of public policy decisions at the

Education on the exhibition of the voters'
register at Tepakrom in hte Bia West District of Ghana

local level (community, district and
region) in Ghana. It is inclusive and
makes for the translation of “peoples
voices, choices and collective decisions
into action for development planning
and implementation” (Ibid). As part of
the model, a network of Individuals
and civic groups undergo training in
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As part of this, the
GIFNet, which is a
non-partisan group,
lobby and recommend alternative
ways of improving
public services delivery in communities.
They also undertake
education and sensitisation activities in
the form of sensitising citizens to pay
their taxes, education of voters on
election related
issues, gender equity etc. Since its
introduction, the GIF
model has been
successfully implemented in participatory and social
accountability pro-
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the GIF methodology and its application
at the district level, this network is
known as the GIFNet. The GIFNet,
which is an informed and empowered
group, mobilises people around their
collective interest and issues and provides the platform for engagement with
the respective duty bearers or public
officials and to find solutions to the concerns of communities.
As part of this, the GIFNet, which is a
non-partisan group, lobby and recommend alternative ways of improving public services delivery in communities.
They also undertake education and sensitisation activities in the form of sensitising citizens to pay their taxes, education of voters on election related issues,
gender equity etc. Since its introduction,
the GIF model has been successfully implemented in participatory and social
accountability projects, in 21 districts
across the 10 regions of Ghana. It has
empowered communities to manage
their own political and economic development issues through continuous dialogue on public policies and development programmes. Public services delivery among others has improved in the
project communities. External evaluators
have lauded the GIF model as an effective methodology for promoting inclusive and effective citizens participation in
governance.

Upcoming Events:


Orientation Workshop for Election Situation Room Coordinators, Tuesday 9th August 2016, IDEG House.

Past Events:
25TH – 30TH July 2016.


Cocoa Life one on one meeting, July 25,
2016, 11am-12noon, Cocoa life office

__

__









GII CSO roundtable meeting to promote
linkages in Anti-corruption interventions,
July 26, 2016, 9:30am, Sun-lodge hotel
Launch of National Early Warning and
Response Group (NEEWARG) presentation of the electoral risks and hotspot
map for the 2016 elections, July 26, 2016,
9:00am, Best Western Hotel
Public relations and Peaceful electionsyour role, my role, July 26, 2016, 5:30pm,
Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences
Star Ghana 2016 Learning event, July 2728, 2016, 8am-5pm, Star Ghana office
IDEG management meeting, July 28, 2016,
2:00pm, Boardroom
Farewell dinner in honour of Prof. Ernest
Aryeetey, July 29, 2016, 5:00pm, Great
Hall

Past News Paper Tit-Bits
Daily Graphic
REJECT NDC, NPP - PPP RUNNING MATE TELLS VOTERS
The Progressive People's Party (PPP) has
unveiled a 47-year-old women's advocate,
Ms Brigitte Akosua Koshie Dzogbenuku,
as the running mate of the presidential
candidate of the party, Dr Papa Kwesi
Nduom, for the 2016 general election.
VERBAL ATTACKS ON WOMEN
REPREHENSIBLE - FIDA-GHANA
The Federation of International Women
Lawyers (FIDA-Ghana) says it considers
the recent scathing and growing verbal
attacks on women in public office
"discriminatory, reprehensible and contrary to the spirit and letter of the Constitution."
Daily Guide
BE TRANSPARENT NPP TELLS EC
The opposition New Patriotic Party (NPP)
has served notice that it would not sit
down for any individual or group of persons to rig the 2016 general election,
which they are confident of winning, urging the Electoral Commission (EC) to
show transparency in its activities.
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NDUOM PICKS MISS GHANA AS
VEEP
Presidential Candidate of the Progressive
People's Party (PPP), Dr Papa Kwesi
Nduom, has picked former Miss Ghana,
Brigitte Akosua Korshie Dzobgenuku, as his
running mate for the 2016 presidential election.

EDITORIAL TEAM

Daily Heritage

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/IDEGGhana
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IDEGGhana
Instagram: https://instagram.com/idegghana
Tumblr: http://idegghana.tumblr.com/
Flickr: Institute for Democratic Governance - IDEG
Ghana
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/IDEGGhana
SlideShare: http://www.slideshare.net/IDEGGhana/presentations
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/
institute-for-democratic-governance---ideg-gahana?
trk=biz-companies-cym
Website: http://www.ideg.org/newideg/index.php
Google+: IDEG Ghana
Whatsapp: IDEG Online +233-(0)54-435-7752
Amazon/iTunes/Podcast: Institute for Democratic
Governance - IDEG Ghana

I'M DESPERATE FOR CHANGE
The Presidential candidate of the Progressive People's Party (PPP), Dr Papa Kwesi
Nduom has named former Miss Ghana Brigitte Dzorgbenuku as his running mate for
the 2016 general election.
Today
5,500 FLASHPOINTS IDENTIFIED NATIONWIDE
About 5,500
electoral
flashpoints
nationwide
where there
are likely to
be some disturbances
during Saturday, December 7, 2016
polls, have

NDUOM PICKS EX-MISS GHANA AS
RUNNING MATE
2016 flagbearer of the Progressive People's
Party (PPP), Dr Pap Kwesi Nduom, has,
once again, picked a woman as his running
mate for the December 7 General Elections.
'WITHDRAWAL OF CASE NOT
SURPRISING'
National Democratic Congress (NDC) parliamentary nominee for Klottey Korley constituency, Dr Zanetor Rawlings, has said
incumbent MP for the area, Nii Armah Ashitey's withdrawal of his case against her
comes as no surprise.
5,500 FLASHPOINTS IDENTIFIED
NATIONWIDE
About 5,500 electoral flashpoints nationwide
where there are likely to be some disturbances during Saturday, December 7, 2016
polls, have been identified by the Ghana Police Service.
AFENYO MARKIN LAUDS EC
Member of Parliament (MP) for Effutu constituency in the Central Region, Hon. Alexander Afenyo Markin, has commended the
Electoral Commission (EC) for extending
the period of the re-registration of National
Health Insurance card Scheme (NHIS) card
holders whose names were deleted.

__

__
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